
 

 

 

 
2017 Request for Grant Proposals 

The Legacy Fund of The Columbus Foundation requests proposals from eligible organizations 
for grants, as set forth below. 

The Legacy Fund of the Columbus Foundation is a unique endowment fund created by and for 
the central Ohio Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender/Queer/Intersex/Ally (LGBTQIA) 
community.  With the advice of trusted community leaders, The Legacy Fund: 

 Makes strategic investments in the form of grants to  help  new  and  existing  
organizations become financially sustainable and achieve programmatic excellence; 

 Provides technical   support   to   develop strong  LGBTQIA community  leadership  and 
strengthen community institutions; and 

 Seeks to ensure through permanent, planned gifts, that the LGBTQIA community can 
face any challenges that confront it—now and for generations to come. 

Grant Eligibility 

 
To be eligible for a Legacy Fund grant, an organization must: 

1. Be designated a 501(c)(3) organization under the Internal Revenue Code, or have an 
appropriate fiscal agent which has been designated a qualified 501(c)(3) organization; 

2. Have a written and published policy prohibiting discrimination in employment, access, and 
programs on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, race, sex, ethnicity, 
national origin, disability, religion, age, marital status, or veteran status; 

3. Have appropriate processes and procedures for organizational and fiscal accountability; 

4. Engage/propose to engage in programs or services which assist or otherwise positively affect 
LGBTQIA persons and the LGBTQIA community; and 

5. Meet any other qualifications specified in the attached Guidelines 

Types of Grants 

The Legacy Fund seeks to provide financial resources to organizations that celebrate diversity, 
dignity, and justice, and that promote values of tolerance, compassion, and equality. Proposals 
will be considered which address and advance The Legacy Fund’s mission and purpose. To 
those ends, grant proposals may seek funds for a variety of purposes. Grants may, but not need 
be, for items like support for infrastructure and capacity building (including organizational 



 

 

stabilization and support), and for new programming designed to serve more and/or different 
LGBTQIA community members. The Legacy Fund is especially interested in proposals that 
encourage collaboration among agencies that serve the LGBTQIA communities, as well as 
proposals capable of garnering matching funds. 

Amount of Grants 

It is anticipated that the total amount available for the 2017 grant cycle will be up to $50,000.  
Depending on proposals, not all available funds may be awarded. 

Applying for a Legacy Fund Grant 

Applications for a grant under this Request for Proposals must include a letter signed by the 
organization’s board president and (if applicable) its chief executive officer. In addition, a 
proposal should include the following information: 

1. Name of organization, along with address, telephone number, and (if applicable) Web site 
address; 

2. Name, address, telephone, and e-mail address of primary contact person; 

3. Name, address, telephone, and e-mail address of board president and (if applicable) chief 
executive officer; 

4. Name, address, telephone, and e-mail address of project manager; 

5. A brief statement of the organization’s mission, history, and description of services; 

6. A one or two sentence synopsis of the project; 

7. A detailed description of and rationale for the project or program for which grant funds are 
requested, and how it is consistent with the granting priorities listed above; 

8. The amount of grant funds being requested; 

9. The total budget of the organization; 

10. An outline of the budget for the specific project; 

11. A description of the intended outcome goals of the project (see attachment A); 

12. A description of the metrics which will be used to measure and assess outcomes at the mid-
point and conclusion of the program year (see attachment A); 

13. A list of other anticipated sources of funding for the project, including matching funds or 
other grant proposals submitted or received; 



 

 

14. A statement describing what will happen to the project if The Legacy Fund declines to 
award a grant, or if it awards a grant which is less than the requested amount; 

15. A copy of the organization’s governance document and any ethics policies, such as those 
regarding conflicts of interest; and 

16. A copy of the organization’s IRS 501(c)(3) determination letter, or a letter from the 
organization’s 501(c)(3) fiscal agent confirming that it will serve as fiscal agent for this project 

In addition, upon receipt of a grant award, the recipient organization agrees to: 

1. Implement the program as described in the proposal; 

2. Provide annual performance measurement data (specific outcomes as they relate to the 
proposal’s goals, due within a year of receiving the grant funds) (See Attachment A); 

3. Provide annual program budgets; 

4. Provide annual actual program revenue and expenses; 

5. Provide additional information/materials as requested by The Legacy Fund; and 

6. Adhere to all requirements outlined in the RF 

Each Grant recipient must demonstrate the public value of the Legacy Fund by displaying the 
Legacy Fund Logo on all applicable promotional materials, including web sites, for activities or 
programming supported by the grant. Failure to properly credit The Legacy Fund may 
negatively affect future applicants for grants. 

Finalists for grants may be asked to provide additional documentation after review of the initial 
proposal. 

Upon receipt of a grant, the recipient organization must provide to The Legacy Fund, within 60 
days, a letter detailing any proposed changes to the budget or to the program as described in 
the proposal. The Legacy Fund reserves the right to adjust award amounts, or to rescind 
awards, based on changes that it does not approve. 

Proposals must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, August 11, 2017. Applications received 
after that date will not be considered for grant funding. 

Proposals should be e-mailed to: 

The Legacy Fund of the Columbus Foundation 
Steven Moore at smoore@columbusfoundation.org  
Fax and mailed proposals will not be accepted 

mailto:smoore@columbusfoundation.org


 

 

Grantmaking Process 

Proposals will be reviewed by the Legacy Fund Grants Committee. Finalists selected by the 
Committee will be asked to provide additional documentation as needed. Grants Committee 
recommendations will be made to the Legacy Fund Advisory Board, which will make the final 
decisions regarding the award of grants. Awards will then be forwarded to The Columbus 
Foundation for final approval and processing. It is expected that grant awards will be 
announced no later than December 31, 2017. 

Grant awards are made within the sole discretion of the Legacy Fund Advisory Board and its 
committees. The Legacy Fund is a donor advised fund of The Columbus Foundation. As such, it 
is subject to all rules and regulations of The Columbus Foundation, and all Legacy Fund grantees 
are similarly subject to those rules and regulations with respect to these grants. Grant funds 
may only be used for purposes consistent with Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

Questions and Assistance 

Questions and requests for consultation in preparing grant proposals should be addressed to 
the Legacy Fund Grants Committee Chair Jen House (jrhouse@vorys.com). Any inquiries that 
help potential recipients develop a more effective program or more effective letter of intent 
are welcomed. The Committee may request additional information from a grant applicant. 
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